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Norske leger mot atomvåpen – the Norwegian branch of
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
(IPPNW) 
• IPPNW was established in 1980  

• The Norwegian branch: Norske leger mot atomvåpen was established
1982 

• We are an occupation-specific, politically independent organization
working for the abolishment of nuclear weapons

• IPPNW was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985 «for spreading
authoritative information and by creating awareness of the catastrophic
consequences of nuclear war»









Bernard Lown, cardiologist and co-president of
IPPNW (1921-2021)

«We have just witnessed what doctoring is about. When faced with a 
dire emergency of sudden cardiac arrest, doctors do not inquire
whether the patient was a good person or a criminal. We do not delay
treatment to learn the politics or character of the victim. We respond
not as ideologues, nor as Russians nor Americans, but as doctors.»



Nuclear weapons are uniquely destructive



Nuclear weapons are Indiscriminate: no distinction
between military and non-military targets



Nuclear weapons are Indiscriminate: no distinction
between combatants and non-combatants



Exposure to ionizing radiation: lethal harms
• Destruction of bone marrow, gastrointestinal, cardiovascular, and 

central nervous system damage

• Death from acute radiation sickness usually occurs within days or 
weeks. Those who do recover may remain ill for months or even 
years

• Increased rates of leukemia, thyroid cancer, solid cancers

• The injuries traumatize physically and mentally for generations 





Aftenposten Historie 



Prevention is the only cure
• “The catastrophic health and environmental consequences of a 

nuclear war are at the extreme end of a continuum of armed
violence that undermines health and security.”

IPPNW mission statement               



The  solution: a global ban treaty
• The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) is a 

coalition of non-governmental organizations promoting adherence
to and implementation of the United Nations nuclear weapon ban 
treaty. 

• This landmark global agreement was adopted on 7 July 2017.

• ICAN was awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize for the “work to draw
attention to the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any
use of nuclear weapons” and the “ground-breaking efforts to 
achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such weapons”.



The elimination of nuclear weapons
«We are all in one, sharing the same planet, a crew of the same ship»
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